Lack of association between the hKCa3 gene and Japanese schizophrenia patients.
Several researchers have suggested an association between large numbers of CAG repeats in the hKCa3 gene and schizophrenia. However, these reports remain inconclusive and require further investigation. We tried to replicate these results in 112 Japanese schizophrenia patients and 102 control subjects of highly matched age and sex by applying an allele dichotomization model. No association was found. The overall distributions of allele frequencies were not significantly different between schizophrenic patients and normal control subjects. In addition, we tested the association between the size of the CAG repeats and the scores on three dimensions (positive and negative symptoms, and disorganization), but no significant results were obtained. Our results do not support the involvement of the hKCa3 gene in schizophrenia, at least in the Japanese population.